


Education .. 
PUTTING MORE REFORM, GROWTH AND EQUALITY 
INTO EDUCATION. 

President Nixon, a strong believer in a 
better education for all American s, has 
always rejectea -the idea that this can be 
accomplished merely by spending in
creased amounts of money . 

Educational reform ... and growth ... 
and the reali za tion of equa lity for a ll
these are the ingredients that must go 
into education, for only they can enab le 
America 's young people to get the most 
out of education. With that uppermost in 
mind, the President has compiled a rec
ord of real progre ss. 

Higher education. 
In his Mess ag e on High er Education, the 
President said that "No qualifi ed stud e nt 
who wants to go to co llege should be 
barr e d by lack of money. " Acting on 
these words, the Preside nt signed the 
Education Amendments Act of 1972 , the 
largest higher e ducation bill in histor y. It 
includes: a National Institute of Educa
tion, authority to carry out the purposes 
of the National Foundation for Higher 
Education, ex pand ed stud ent assistance, 
a stud en t loan mark et ing association, 
and institutional aid. 

On top of this sign ificant achievement, 
the Pres ide nt's e ffort s to expa nd op
portunity and eq uality hav e resulted in 
the fo llowing: 

A tripling of Federal aid for co llege 
stud e nts-foc use d on lower income 
und ergr aduat es-from 1969-73 . 

(This year, an estimated 1,280,000 
lower income students will rece ive 
g rants and work- study payments, an 
incre ase of 438,000 over last year .) 

An increase in the NDEA Student 
Loqns Program, funded this year at 
$286 million-up $50 million over 
1971, and $90 million over 1970 . 
Also, the use of private cap ita l to 
further expand stude nt loan s next 
year will be facilitated by a new ly
crea ted ma·rket ing association . 

Vocational 
education. 
The idea that all stud ents should be 
equipped upon leaving schoo l to choos e 
between entering the job market and 
contin uing their ed ucation at a higher 
level is one that President Nixon em
braces. Hence he has adopted "career 
education " as a new concept . 

Career Education. This is a p lan worked 
out by the Office of Education which 
blends vocational, general and college
preparatory education into a new curric 
ulum. In elementary school, pupi ls would 
be made aware of the world of work; in 
junior high schoo l, they would experience 
more intensive study of selected areas 
within 15 occupational clusters; in senior 
high school, stude nts wou ld focus on at 
least one cluster, developing skills to 
qualify for a job. And simultaneously, the 
stud ent would acquire the academic skills 
permitting further ed ucation. 

Elementary 
and secondary 
education. 
Special revenue sharing for education. 
Aimed at improving the quality of e le 
mentary and secondary educat ion, this 
Presidentia l proposa l wo uld provide $3.2 
billion during its first year in effect, con 
solidatin g funding from over 30 categor 
ical grant prog ram s into five broad 
areas: compensatory education for the 
disadvantaged, education of physically 
handicapped chi ld ren, assistance to 
schoo ls in areas affected by Federa l ac
tivities, vocational ed ucation, and pro
vision of suppo rting services . It would 
retain the vital framework of national 
policy, yet give the States and loca lities 
much greater freedom in meeting the ir 
loca l problems, consisten t with the Presi
dent's philosophy . 

National Institute of Education. _The Insti
tute, a major part of the President's pro
gram to reform the educat ional process,will 
conce ntrate on increasing research on 
and access to educa tion, broad e ning the 
age range of learning, and po inting out 
new directions for restructuring the pres
ent ed ucatio nal system. 

The Right to Read Program. Strongly 
backed by the Presiden t, the goal of this 
program is to e nsure that, by 1980, 99% 
of a ll 16-year-olds and 90% of all 
Americans of 17 and over are . function
ally literate. 

Thus, above and beyond addit ional 
fundi ng- one necessary factor in the 
overal l improvement of ed ucatio n-what 
is consistently found in President Nixon 's 
program are reform, equality, and respect 
for the authority and knowledge of local 
school authorities. On the last point, here 
are the words of the President: 

"I am dete rmined to see to it that the 
flow of power in education goes toward, 
and not away from, the local community . 
The diversity and freedom of ed ucatio n 
in this nation, founded on local adminis
tration and State responsibility, must 
prevai l." 
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